
 
Checklist for Enrolling in Medicare 

1 – Confirm you are eligible for Medicare 

Most people choose to enroll in Medicare Part A and Part B when they first turn 65. But 
there may be situations where you choose to continue working and have coverage through 
your employer, or may choose to take benefits from a retiree plan. You can check with 
Medicare directly for eligibility at 1-800-MEDICARE or at medicare.gov. We also have a page 
on our website with more helpful information at https://expertmedicare.com/medicare-
eligibility/ 

 

2 – Learn about the costs associated with Medicare 

You can enroll in Medicare Part A when you turn 65. Most people don't pay anything for Medicare 
Part A. If you worked at least 40 quarters (or 10 years) in your life in the United States, you can 
receive Part A at no cost. Part B and Part D premiums are based upon your modified adjusted gross 
income. Most people who enroll in Part B in 2018 will pay $134 per month. We have some helpful 
income charts and information on our website to help you know what you can expect to pay for 
your actual Medicare coverage. These costs are in place regardless of what type of insurance 
coverage you choose to cover the gaps in Medicare (with a Medigap plan) or to replace Medicare 
Parts A and B with Medicare Part C, also known as a Medicare Advantage plan. That website is 
at https://expertmedicare.com/medicare-costs/ 

                  

3 – Apply for Medicare through Social Security 

You apply for Medicare Part A and Part B coverage through Social Security. Be sure that you 
don't miss your opportunity to enroll when you are first eligible. Not doing so could lead to 
late enrollment penalties and delays in getting coverage. 

 

If you are already receiving Social Security benefits at least 4 months before turning 65, you 
will automatically be enrolled in Part A and Part B effective on the first day of your birth 
month. If your birthday falls on the first day of the month your coverage is effective on the 
first day of the previous month. So if you were born on September 1, 1954, your effective 
date will be on August 1, 2019. 

If you are not already receiving SSA benefits when you turn 65, you will need to enroll with 
Social Security in one of three ways: 

888-228-6119 
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1. Call them at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) 
2. Enroll through the website at https://ssa.gov 
3. Enroll through your local Social Security office 

 

When you receive your red, white, and blue Medicare card in the mail, confirm that you are 
enrolled in both Part A and Part B. 

 

4 – Learn About the different Medicare coverage options 

The biggest decision you will have to make concerning your coverage to fill the gaps of 
Medicare is whether to go with a Medicare Supplement plan or a Medicare replacement 
plan. A Medicare Supplement, or Medigap, plan works alongside original Medicare. It fills 
the gaps and covers some or even all of the co-pays and deductibles, depending on which 
Medigap plan you choose. There are no networks to worry about with a Medigap plan along 
with original Medicare. If your doctor or hospital accepts Medicare, they will accept your 
Medicare Supplement plan 100% of the time. 

With a Medicare replacement plan, or Medicare Advantage plan, you are pulled from 
Medicare Part A and Part B and covered under Part C. Part C coverage is provided 
completely by an insurance company who determines which doctors and facilities you can 
use to get the best coverage. There are many different types of Medicare Advantage plans. 

There are pros and cons for each program. We go in-depth into those pros and cons of both 
programs on our website at http://expertmedicare.com/medicare-advantage-medicare-
supplement-pros-cons/ 

 

5 – Finding the Best Part D Prescription Drug Plan 

If you are choosing a Medicare Advantage plan, it will most likely include prescription drug 
coverage in the plan. If you are choosing original Medicare with a Medigap plan, you will 
want to find a suitable drug plan. After years of working with many different companies, we 
recommend Silverscript or Humana for drug coverage. You can find those available plans in 
your area by visiting https://expertmedicare.com/pdp. You can also see more information 
on how Part D works on our website at https://expertmedicare.com/partd 

 

6 – Why You Should Use an Independent Agent 

There is a lot of information concerning your coverage under Medicare. An independent 
agent can help you wade through all of the information and make sense of it all. Best of all, 
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there is no charge to you for this service. You pay the same exact premium for coverage 
whether you allow an independent agent to help you before and after your enrollment in a 
plan or you go directly to the insurance company to get you coverage. But there are far 
more benefits to using an independent agent. They can shop the entire market and show all 
available plans to you. If you call the insurance company directly, they will only tell you 
about their plans. They will not share about upcoming rate increases or how they have 
handled rate increases in the past. They will never tell you their competitors’ prices or 
where they fit compared to all the other available plans. There are many more benefits, all 
of which are free to you! Check out more information on how an independent agent can 
benefit you at https://expertmedicare.com/use-independent-agent/ 

 

 

Additional Resources 

Here are some more articles and videos that will provide you with additional information. In 
addition, if you prefer to watch all our videos now, you can visit 
https://expertmedicare.com/medicarevideos to be taken directly to our YouTube channel. 

Medicare – 1-800-MEDICARE or 1-800-633-4227 

Medicare Costs - https://expertmedicare.com/medicare-costs/ Find what you can expect to 
pay for Part B of Medicare and whether you qualify for free Part A coverage. 

About Us - https://expertmedicare.com/about/about-us/ Learn about Keith and his family, 
including the story of his 11-year-old son’s battle with a rare bone cancer.  

Does Medicare Cover Cancer - https://expertmedicare.com/medicare/does-medicare-
cover-cancer-treatments/ This is our most visited page on our website and our most viewed 
video on YouTube. It is important to know how a Medicare Advantage and a Medigap plan 
both cover a serious medical diagnosis such as cancer or stroke. 

 

For quick and easy assistance with finding your costs for Medicare, 
supplemental coverage, and Part D coverage, give us a call at 

1-888-228-6119 
or visit the website at ExpertMedicare.com. 
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There is no charge for this valuable service. Let us go to work FOR you! 

 

Keith Murray has been helping Seniors with their Medicare needs since 1996. After helping 
people for over 22 years all over the country, Keith has never had a single complaint filed 
with any insurance commissioner. There is a good reason he chose the name Integrity 
Senior Solutions Inc for his agency – our clients always have and always will come first. 


